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Washington, Oct 21.
EVERYBODY who comes to WashingtonJust about now, und that

Is a good many, for besides the

isual and constant stream of tourists
there Is an unusual crowd of delegates
to this or that conference, convention
or congress, aaks almost the first thing,
how Mill. Harding "really Is" and what
about White House plans for the
winter.
Mrs. Harding Is Improving steadily,

and more rapidly than her friends and
ber physician had dared to hope. At
the same timo sho was desperately in,
and it )s going to take time for her to
yet bank to normal health. Ar.d "normalhealth" In Mrs. IlardSns'a case has
not been anything to boasit of for the
last eight or ten years. If her body
"was only as strong as her will.well, it
would be a different story! The
trouble Is that strong wining spirit of
hers has driven the weak flesh too hard
.quite too hard.and she is paying
the penalty.
Mrs. Harding is able to sit up and

take nourishment. But that's about all
one can say. She has been sitting up
in bed for as much as a quarter to half
an hour a day lately. Onco she was
allowed to sit up In chair for a few
'minutes.about ten minutes tlioy tell
me who should know. She has "receiveda few friends." which sounds
quite wonderful when one has been as
ill as she has.
What really happened was that

Gen. Dawes.Charles Gates."Hell-'nMarla"Dawes, who was the President's
guest over the week end, etuck his
head in the door before leaving last
Tuesday and gave his hostess greeting.
And the Secretary of War, John Weeks,
who ^(ftd been having a llttlo confer-
TO< n wiui we i-rcsiaenx., was nis companionon th© *visit."
Oen. Dawps as the White RouseI guest, or rather "the President's personalguest" for the week end. Is about

the fiiat house guest to bo entertained
there since Mrs. Harding's Illness. He
had been In New York making one of
those nice outspoken speeches of hir,
which set the whole country chuckling.
One - gathers that ho said several

mouthfUlls In that address. In the
course of which he alluded to the membersof-Congress as "a conglomeration
of peewees" and then, as Bomeone put
It, he came down to Washington to
l:stea *or the echo. He's a great Gen.

; Dawes, and between ourselves ho enJoyshis own extravagant and effcctlvo
hurling of hard hunks of language quite
as much as the public does.

Harding May Spealc.
He stayed over until Tuesday, long

enough to affiliate with a Chicago Bar
Association committee that !*ad coma
to Washington to invite and urge the
President to address the association
at one of Its monthly meetings, on a
non-political subject, and preferably at
the November or December meeting.The President Is reported to have consideredthe matter favorably.It would
be after Election Day when he couldnot bo suspected of uolng any campaigning.butwas unable to mal:e a promiseat this time. Qen. Dawes returned toChicago with the committee, and hopes
a little later to connect with Gen.Pershing for a hunting trip, out la theWest, Utah. If memory serves.
As for the White House plana for thewinter, it has none so far as formal of.flcla) entertaining goes. It has beendefinitely announced ttiat the President

end Mrs. Harding have reluctantly abandonedany formal social program for thecoming winter, as Mrs. Harding's physicianassures them that any such exhaustingseries of ofllcial hospitalities as
those of last season are quite beyondMrs. Harding's strength and would rei'ult in & complete collapse. That, of
course, means that neither the great NewTear's Day reception nor the four bigState receptions In honor of the diplomaticcorps, the Judiciary nnd Congressf the United State.s and the officers ofthe army and navy, which usually comeabout two weeks apart In January andFebruary, will bo attempted. They are
exhausting ordeals for the hosts.the
long stendlng and the shaking handswith from fifteen hundred to thrco thousandpeople within a couple of hours on
each of the nights.
There M-e.ms no doubt that these btgcrushes will be quite out of the question.But. realizing Mrs. Harding's dauntless

spirit and her firm Intention of doing her
whole social duty, people ara tellingthemselves that some less trying way of
meeting the social demands will b«
found. Perhaps.perhaps not! It will,of course, depend on her progress. Every
one realizes that if she Is able "all the
king's horses and all the king's men"

t will have d:;Tlculty in 'holding" 5Irs.

IHardlr g when It Is a question of fallingdown on her Job as mistress of tl>»
Wh^te House and the nation's official

[ hostc*.-.
So, Vhile the announcement l« taken

in pood faith, as a penoral release to
other hostesses of all dates unconditional'y,so that tho others msy maxe
their plans for the coming season wlth!out danger of colliding with tho Whlto
House.still, no one is going to be greatiIf surprised If uUt the first of the yearI the AViil: llnij-i to! s a little i.mre pare[ In official entertain.ng than hero la at[ present any prof oct of its doing.

Wlufrr Plans InrrrUin,
Vinter plans are of course to a large

extent awaiting mo actual return of
h. social leader.' -Ir» the Diplomatic
Corps. In the Administration circle and

t in the Vrgre* donal ml -to say nothingof the «mr.rt resident set which dta|iwrt . urt: t « Rn«..,n. Hut
[ the off!'1 ul reception at the Itumanlan
I legation last Sunday, In honor of theI rurona". n .» Kmc 1"' rdl".»nd and Queen
| Mario in far off AlhaJuMa. may be reSKurded as the first official function of
I the budding season. It waa a lovely
I parly, and tho iovelh «t thing about It
\ was flic hr f> ., Mm. Nane, wife of
! the Charge d'AffnK- of the little Dal-1
\ ,-an Kingdom She's little beauty.

anyhow, and last Sunday afternoon she
wn« simply radiant.
The reception waa given at the legation,the house at 1607 Twenty-third

street, which W;. :11 gf >n ml for many
Monona regarded as ihe Hobert Thompson;ir <*ii. and Sir Itohert M
Thompson, yon know.and r as navon-
Mtiicii to learn about clghtr.-'n months!
e ad bought I' 1'iiarlnn.

to nerve as their legation. It .a rather
a '-tI cc 'v liul;t ho.iso .f *' Ir.gllsh
basement type, with the dining room on

w»r i. or, ;i big mnsl imnr
room above that, and a library si f»,«opposite md of the house, with a wide,!

in- J gill- .n-
neettng tho two room* It was In thla
gallery at the top of a circular atone
stairway that the Charge d'Affalre and
Mire woc;omad their guedl*. And
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tea was served downstairs in the dining
room. I
The trouble vta that Mm*. Nano.In

white chiffon "velvet made on long,
simple lines, wRh the entire top of the
gown of white georgette and flowing
georgette sleeves.was so well worth
looking at and the guests so thoroughly
appreciated the fact, that It was hard
to steer them Into the big muslo room
at the other end of the hall, where the <
orchestra was playing, or down to that
bountiful "square meal" tea In the din-
tng room. Truly, if the Rumanians
who have been in Washington In the 1

last few seasons since the Rumanian
Legation was established here are fair
samples the standards of personal
beauty tn the little Balkan kingdom
must be very high. Dashing Prince
Blbesco, the Rumanian Minister, now
absent, is generally conceded to be one
of the handsomest men In the diplomaticcorps. Frederick Nano, the tall,
ellm young man who is batting for
him during his absence from Washington,Is also extremely good looking in
a very different way.a clean cut,
blond type. And Princes* Blbesco herself.butattractive as she is she doesn't
prove anything, since she's an English
woman.but Mme. Nano.well, there
Isn't a lovelier llttl* lady In Washing-
ton. Any one who went to that re- 1
ceptlon will back me In that. t

Ah a matter of fact. It wasn't such i

an awfully blc reception, but It was
rather hi*hly official In Its character. 1

..rr

i

'J

I; 4
* I

i

WILL
<lM

j

(0C.K.W.t

J -

9

& THE f

NATION
ths gu«t» being largely members of
the diplomatic corps and tne group of
American officials, mostly from the
State Department, with which they are
most closely associated. These had a
beautiful time greeting one another and
talking over their summer experiences
and activities. It was the first party
at which they had at all generally foregatheredsince their return.
The Secretary of State and Mrs.

Hughes were early arrivals, Mrs. Hughes
looking rested and refreshed by her
weeks in the country, and full of her
wonderfully Interesting experiences duringher Brasillan trip. The Serbian
Minister and Mme. Groultch were constantlythe center of a group from
which arose lamentations at their approachingdeparture. The Henry Getty
Chlltons, Just In from Michigan; the
Charge d'Affalres of Poland and Mme.
Kwaplszewskl, who had been In New
York all the week; Mr. J. de Lagerbcrg,
the Charge d'Affalres of Sweden; Dr.
Lesslnoff of the Bulgarian legation, the
Walter Tuokermans, the Harold Walkers,the Charles Warrens, Prince EugeneLubomlrskl, Major Quekemeyer of
Gen. Pershing's staff. Dr. L. S Rowe of
the Pan-American Union, these we.re
some of the people one noticed chatting
Animatedly.
"The Bachelors" Were There.
The "British Embassy bachelors" were

put In force. As the afternoon wore to
a close, and the reception took on a
more Informal air, and dancing became
the order of' the day, they came to the

There hive been rumors front time to
Lime that the Blbescoa were not coming
Sack. But the present Information Is
that tliey are. The last news of them
was from London, where Princess Blttcscowas reported as getting her Lonlonhouse In order, packing and storing,
ind generally disposing things, so that
the house' might be sold, or rented. I
target which. But anyhow It presaged
in expectation of a considerable absenceon her part.
The furnishings In the legation here In

Washington are all either the Blbeacos
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or perhaps a few of the fundamentals
belong to the Humanlan Government.
And while the houso Itself has not been
altered since the Thompsons had it the
furnishings certainly bespeak both personaland national Individuality. The
furniture In the living room.which In
Us time probably played many parts,
serving on occasion as ballroom or muslo
room.was all pushed back against the
wall the other day to make room for
dancing. But even bo. the room had an
effect of homlness and comfort. Odd
lovely things were about and brilliant
touches of color, sometimes a trifle bizarrebut always stimulating and full of
character. In the library there were
people and books, of course, and more
people. Heally one couldn't see the room
for the people.which was distinctly annoyingof them 1 The only Impression
one had of It, aside from the books and
people, was of a sketch of King Ferdinandsmiling down from the mantel.

In the dining room it was a little
easier to study the details. It was a

big. square room, with walla of dull
gold and woodwork of peacocky blue.or
green.and the same greeny-blue tones
appearing In the furniture. I don't know
that I've seen Just that color In furniture,except that they have quite a
little of it In the Lee House, one of
Washington's newest and moet attrac-
tlva hotels. That rich, deep blue-green
enamel with cane patiellnga. It looks
very .smart ar.d sophisticated somehow.
up to date and full of pep. And It certainlywas a wonderful combination at
the Rumanian Legation.with the dull
gold walls of that dining room and the
table fairly groaning under Us burden of
delicacies, and decorated with great clustersof yellow chrysanthemums In tho
tall, beaten sliver vases. It was all quite
stunning, only that personally I wanted
to get Mme. Nano in her long, drapy
white velvet Into that setting and see
how Infinitely becoming she was to it.
She was busy receiving, however, and
did not get Into that picture while I was
there.
The Thompsons, by the way, who

were scarcely In Washington last winter.andcertainly left art aching void.
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POLITIC
suddenly on the ere of hia departure
for Italy. Tho Thomas Nelson Pases
came home (Mr. Page totally disagreed
with President Wilson's attitude toward
ItalUn questions at the peace conferenceand resigned In protest), and duringthe following summer, before they
had resumed possession of their house,
Mrs. {'age died. Mr. Page is here quite

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2!

TAL MIX
hava taken the Thomas Nelson Page
house at New Hampshire avenue and K
street, and are to take possession early
next month. I believe they are due there
on November 7, when Col Thompson
will bring with him Lord .Louis Mountbatterand his bride, who arrived In
New York a week or two ago, and after
a few days tharo started on a tour of
the United States, as guests of and
pensonuUy conducted by Col. Kobert
Thompson, In his private car. Mrs.
Thompson was not well enough to go
along on that trip with the responsibilityof playing hostess to "a scion of
British royalty" and his bride.heralded
as the richest girl In Great Britain.
so their daughter, Mrs. Stephen Pell of
New York.(whose son, Robert ThompsonPell, recently marrtod Alice Harding,
youngest daughter of W. P. O. Harding
of the Federal Reserve, you remember)
went along as her tathor's chatelaine,
while Mrs. Thompson went down to Hot
Springs to rest and gather her forces
tor the whirl of entertaining.diplomatic
and official, as well as merely personal
.In wnich the Mountbattens are sure
to be engulfed when they get here. Their
stay la not to be a ttpry long one, but
It will be very, very busy!

Long Unused.
The Thomas Nelson Page house has

not been used for several years, but as
1 understand It has never been dlsmanlled.While the Thomas Nelson
Pages were In Italy, where Mr. Page
was United States Ambassador during
most of the Wilson regtTne, they rented
thoir house to the Italian Ambassador,
Count 'M&cchl dl Cellero, who used It
an his family residence primarily, but
also during the war congestion had some
of the embassy otttces there. The old
Phoebe Hearst house, which that astute
lady sold to the Italian Government for
use as an embassy, was used almost
entirely for special official Italian activi.
tlee concerned with war relief. It really
Isn't a particularly desirable residence.
Count dl Cellere wan recalled at the

close of the war, or rather about a year
after It had closed, and the peace conferencew-as over, but died here very
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rrequentiy lor a tew uays at a time,
but ha stays at a hotel, and the house
has not been consecutively occupied
since the Italians gavo it >up. But I
believe the Thompsons are taking It
furnished, "as le." and it Is one of the
most attractive houses In Washington.
pure Colonial In architecture, with Its
feature a wonderful big library on the
second floor stretching almost across
the entire front The most wonderful
party I ever went to was the one the
Italian Ambassador, dl Cellere, gave
thero on armistice night, November 11,
1918, when he had already had a party
arrangod In celebration of his King's
birthday, and turned It into a great big
official Jubilation over the armistice.
My, but that was a wonderful night 1
The Rumanian reception.which I

have dwelt on at considerable length be-
cause It was picturesque and "differ-
ent" (and It tickles ono's democratic
American soul to be going to a long
distance coronation reception. Just as
last summer It pleased one to find oneselfat a royal wedding reception, the >

one which the Serbian Minister and <

Mmo. Grouitch gave at the time of their
vong King's marriage to the lovely
daughter of this Rumanian royal pair, <

who were crowned last Sunday).was
by no means the only big party of the
week. There have been several for the <

Groultches.the retiring Minister of 1
Serbia and his attractive American wife,
On Friday night the Pennsylvania
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SOCIETY
| Senate.on the commission hs liad to
appoint to find out Ui« truth about
coal. And that oommlsslon had Its organisingsession last Wednesday. Thotr
friends am delighted that Mr. Marshall
Is on It, for it means that they will bo
quite a good deal in Washington for
some months to come,

~7T
FOR

COLDS
A feeling of lassitude la the

first sign of a cold. Then
comes the Chill, Shiver,
Sneeze, Cough, Sore Throat
and Grip.
Dr. Humphreys' "Seventy-

S WITH
Society had Its first party of the maeon.aradio party.with a special program,given out near Pittsburgh And
listened to by the membera of tho PennsylvaniaSociety In Washington. It was
clever of Clyde Kelly, tho president of
the organization, to make It a radio
party rather than one in honor of some
distinguished Ponnsylvanian or group
of Pennsylvaaians. For In these preelectiondays ono can't count on star
guests or leading official lights. They
are quite likely to be very very busy
somewhere else when the time comes.
But the radlc party was a grand success.Lots of people who talk very
glibly at>out radio and listening In and
have the patter at their tongue's end
don't really know a thing about It. I
admit I didn't and I folt horribly behindthe times until I realised that
nine-tenths of the glib chatter about
radio Is all bluff, Most of the people
you ask about It. If you get right down
to it, admit that they have no actual
experience with It."even as you and I."
Also there has been quite a little

entertaining for Mrs. Albert Blssell,
daughter of the Postmaster-General and
Mrs. Work, who has been visiting her
parents at Wardman Park Hotel for
About ten days.

Much Katertsinlng,
And there has been a lot of quiet

»ntertainir.g for the former Vlce-Presllentand Mrs. Marshall, who arrived In
town last Tuesday night and aro at the
Wlllard. Quite like old times. They
lined the night of their arrival with
their old croales. Judge and Mrs. McChord,the former of the Interstate
Commerce Commission. They had come
because President Harding had very
graciously put Mr. Marshall.whom he
had "sat under" for six years In the
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